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How do you keep HIV prevention on people’s “front burner” when many think medicine borders on a cure? 

Why does HIV case management focus on basic human needs like housing? 

Why does HIV still seem to affect some groups of people more than others? 

Most of all: what is Vermont CARES doing to make a difference?   

 

These are questions we hear every day, not just from the communities we serve, but in our HIV testing sites, in cars as we 
drive people to medical appointments, and in the statehouse as we advocate for social change.   

 

We know the work we do changes lives for the better across the state.  Each day we see people getting and staying well, se-
curing essential resources so they can focus on their HIV health, learning about how to reduce their HIV risks, and creating 
networks of support with families and loved ones.  

 

In our annual reports, our mailings, our Facebook posts, our blog entries, and our public events, we relay these stories and 
experiences to you.  You should know that by contributing time, energy, enthusiasm, and financial resources to Vermont 
CARES, all of this positive change is making a difference.   

 

This year, we are using this report to highlight: 

·   Expanding who we serve through our HIV/AIDS services program 

·   Why sharing HIV information and life stories across the state is our most effective prevention tool  

·   Vermont CARES’ amazing volunteers who make our work possible 

 

You’ll see that HIV care remains compassionate and driven by complex evolving needs. While day to day client needs may be 
complicated, caring for someone who is sick and working to help themselves is one of the simplest acts of humanity any of us 
can offer.  Further, you’ll see…. 

 

… that HIV prevention still offers simple, digestible facts, presented clearly, with one goal: to make sure we all have the infor-
mation we need to stay negative or to keep others from becoming HIV-positive.   

 

… that ensuring housing, food, and medicine transcends all the other care and support work we offer.  Without basics, HIV 
care proves impossible.   

 

… that we work with all people at risk of HIV, and focus our energy on our neighbors who most need information, HIV preven-
tion skills, and HIV testing.   

 

… and that you make all of this good work across the spectrum of HIV needs in our state possible.  

 

We love hearing from you.  Your ideas and investments keep us vital and serving more Vermonters annually with these critical 
HIV-related services.  Call us any time to learn more about how you can help.  We can be reached at 802/863-2437. 

 

We appreciate having you as a partner in this ongoing effort, 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter Jacobsen 

Executive Director 
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Volunteers and Donors Help Vermont CARES 
Reach Thousands 

Above: Champ Ride volunteers and riders 
at a Pre-Ride Past Dinner hosted by our 
Board of Directors 

Below: Soggy but happy Champ Rider! 

Bottom: Volunteers wrap gifts in the Burling-
ton Town Center mall each December to 
raise money for our work 

Top: We passed out 6,000 red ribbons this 
year for World AIDS Day thanks to dozens 
of volunteers tabling around the state 

Below: Volunteers supporting riders along 
the Champ Ride 

Bottom: Board members hosting a dinner 
party to raise money and awareness 

Each year volunteers drive 
the engines of our programs 
and outreach efforts, helping 
us reach more Vermonters 
than we ever could as staff 
alone.  In our last year, volun-
teers donated more than 
4,000 hours to keep Vermont 
CARES moving forward to 
our shared goals.   

 

Volunteers inspire us by offer-
ing the following: 

· Sharing stories of living 
with HIV in our Speakers’ 
Bureau in schools, 

· Offering support in our 
big fundraising events 
during the year 

· Leading the organization 
through our Board of 
Directors,  

· Staffing info tables 
around the state, 

· Answering phones at our 
front desk 

· Redesigning our website 

· Offering HIV testing  

· Staffing our syringe ex-
change in St. Johnsbury 
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